The management of severe brittle diabetes with "Infusaid" implantable pumps.
Two severely brittle diabetic patients were treated with "Infusaid" implantable insulin infusion pumps. Both were young females with recurrent ketoacidosis, prolonged or repeated hospital admissions, and subcutaneous insulin resistance. They also had psychological problems, and had seriously interfered with their treatment to induce glycaemic instability. Delivery of insulin from the pumps was intravenous (i.v.) in one patient, and intraperitoneal (i.p.) in the other. Following implantation, there was a marked improvement in glycosylated haemoglobin level (HbA1), fasting blood glucose (BG), daily insulin dose and hospitalizations. The beneficial effect has continued to date (9 months, and 12 months follow-up) with no major problems.